
When the Killing’s Done 

Discussion Questions 
1. The book opens with the dramatic story of Alma's grandmother's boat accident. What 
is Anise's family history? Does your family have any great stories that have been passed 
down through the generations? 
 
2. What does the title of the novel refer to? 
 
3. Alma muses that "if she had enough money—say, five hundred billion or so—she'd 
buy up all the property in town, raze the buildings, tear out the roads and reintroduce 
the grizzly bear" (p. 41). Do you think Dave might say something similar? If you had 
nearly limitless funds, what good work would you do? 
 
4. On pp. 64 – 65, we see Dave's response to Alma's presentation and his vandalizing 
of her car. Do you believe his personal relationship with Alma influenced his actions? In 
what ways are Alma's opinion of and interactions with him colored by their former 
relationship? 
 
5. There are numerous example of Dave's inability to deal with his anger, usually 
targeted at other people. On p. 69, Dave questions whether his behavior exhibits "a 
fundamental inconsistency: pro-animal, antihuman." Does it? 
 
6. Alma considers her footprint in the global ecology and feels "guilt over being alive, 
needing things, consuming things, turning the tap or lighting the flame under the gas 
burner" (p. 191). Do you feel the same way? Is it possible to exist without imposing on 
some other creature or resource? 
 
7. Do Alma and Dave conform to your expectations of dedicated environmentalists? Are 
you similarly committed to any strong beliefs or principles? Have you ever been in a 
situation where you were pressured to compromise them? 
 
8. As Dave sabotages the rat poison, he feels a "giddiness rising in him, the surge of 
power and triumph that rides up out of nowhere to replace the bafflement and rage 
and depression Dr. Reiser and his pharmaceuticals can't begin to touch. This is who he 
is. This" (p. 82). Does Dave do his animal rights work for himself or for his cause, or are 
the two completely intertwined? Does it matter? 
 
9. Have you ever found yourself in battle with nature, either as victim or as aggressor? 



What was the result? 
 
10. In what ways are Dave and Alma similar? How does each character's perspective 
shift by the end of the novel? 
 
11. Which character did you feel was more sympathetic than the others? Who was least 
appealing? Which character best approximated your own feelings toward animals and 
the environment? 
(Question from author's website.) 
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