
The Gilly Salt Sisters 

Discussion Questions 

1. Jo and Claire are bound to the marsh and to each other. What is it exactly that ties 
them to the salt—family history, a sense of shared responsibility, guilt? How is the 
marsh related to their tempers and their family history?  

2. Were you surprised when Claire discovered salt in Ida’s drawers? Why do you think 
Ida was so eager to buy the Gilly property?  

3. “[Claire] married Whit Turner, but she didn’t do it out of love and abiding affection. 
Instead, she married him out of thirst, pure and simple, and then she set about making 
sure the rest of Prospect thirsted with her.” What kind of thirst did Claire have—for 
wealth, recognition, or revenge on her sister? How does she make the rest of Prospect 
thirst with her?  

4. Why didn’t Claire immediately thank Jo for saving her life? Have you ever withheld 
something you meant to say? How did it change your relationship with the other 
person?  

5. In the beginning of the story, the town resents the Gilly sisters for bringing a forecast 
of a grim future. Do you think the town will embrace the women now that each person 
gets to toss his or her own handful of salt? Why?  

6. What is the significance of Our Lady in this story? She is a silent presence in central 
moments to the Gilly family story—when Jo is passed from Ida to her mother, when 
Claire marries Whit, when Dee passes away. In the end, Jo and Claire paint her with 
Dee’s features. Do you think this a sacrilege or a sign of rebirth? 

7. Neither one of the Gilly sisters chooses to rush into the burning barn to save Dee. Do 
you wish they had tried, or are you glad they let her go? How did their reactions to the 
first barn fire change their minds during the second?  

8. When Claire takes custody of Jordy, she says that Jordy will only be hers if she tells 
him the truth. Do you agree with Ethan that “nothing is ours in the end”? Or do you 
think Claire’s idea of love is more accurate?  

9. When would you tell Jordy the truth about his past if you were the one to raise him? 
How would you break the news?  

10. Answer at least one of Jo’s questions: What is your first memory? Who do you love? 
What did you think you’d find here, in this story? 


